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SPRING AGAIN
12 MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

DID YOU KNOW…

1. AGRA SPRAY

Quikway offers “field
viewing flights” to our regular
customers that wish to take a
look at their fields during the
growing season.

WE OFTEN GET ASKED WHAT AGRA SPRAY IS.
Agra Spray is a propriety product, manufactured locally and is a Canola Oil derived surfactant. We utilize Agra Spray in most of our mixes of crop protection
products. The spray is loaded on our aircraft for the application to your crops.
This product greatly enhances spray droplet retention which in turn reduces evaporation of the spray droplet and helps prevent chemical degradation. Also being
a very effective drift retardant during the spraying operations, along with being a
great droplet sticker and spreader. This allows for increased uptake of the crop
protection product on the plant being treated.

2. AERIAL APPLICATION

These flights would be in
our Cessna 182 NOT the Air
Tractors!! Please contact the
office for more details if you
are interested.

IS AERIAL APPLICATION AND CROP DUSTING DIFFERENT?
In the early days, aerial applicators were known as “crop dusters” because they
worked with powdered forms of chemicals and were literally dusting fields. Today,
very little “dusting” takes place as aerial applicators deliver liquid products to control pests and diseases and to provide nutrients for Canadian agriculture.

3. WHY USE AN AIRCRAFT
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF USING AN AIRCRAFT TO
TREAT MY FIELDS?
Aircraft can treat a large number of acres quickly without disturbing the soil or
the crop. This is important because some pests and diseases can cause serious
damage to a growing crop in just a day or two. Aerial application accounts for the
delivery of up to 50% of the crop protection products used in Canadian agriculture.
Airplanes are also used to apply micro nutrients to crops, defoliate crops prior to
harvest, protect forests, feed fish, control mosquitoes, fight fires, even melt ice!

4. SEEDING

Coffee is always on,
stop on by!

JUNE 2019

DO YOU SEED CROPS?
No, Quikway Air Services no longer offer aerial seeding of fields as it was found to
be cost prohibitive for our customers.
Some aerial applicators in certain parts of North America offer aerial seeding
where fields are within a couple of miles from a landing strip.
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Quikway is now on facebook.
Visit and like us to stay
updated on what we are up to!

5. PESTICIDES
DO YOU ONLY SPRAY PESTICIDES?
No, While a large volume of our work consists of applications of crop protection
products, we also apply liquid fertilizers and micro nutrients. Another considerable
amount of our work is pre harvest applications of glyphosate and desiccants.

6. COVERAGE
IS COVERAGE JUST AS GOOD AS A GROUND SPRAYER
AND HOW DOES AN AIRPLANE GET UP AGAINST TREE
LINES AND INTO CORNERS?
Yes! With a ground sprayer, the product sprays down from the boom at a high
volume and the sprayer must drive across the entire field for complete coverage. With an aircraft, the turbulent airflow under, beside and behind the aircraft
rolls the spray down into the crop. This air movement carries the spray to the
bottom of the crop canopy and is very effective at reaching the underside of the
plant leaves where many insects like to hide. Our aircraft are guided by GPS and
use flow control to supply a consistent application rate no matter the changes in
speed of the aircraft.

7. OBSERVING
IS IT OK TO WATCH AN AIRCRAFT SPRAY?
Yes. We take great care to protect the health and safety of the public.
Remember you are responsible for your health and safety as well. So never enter
a field during or immediately after aerial application. Never linger or stand in or
directly next to the crops or at the immediate edges of the field while watching,
walking, or bicycling. Never become an obstacle by purposely trying to distract the
pilot, or positioning yourself or your vehicle in the path of the aircraft.

DID YOU KNOW…

8. COST

Quikway has been serving the local growers for over 45 years.
THANK YOU to our growers for this opportunity to serve you!
Once your pesticide containers are emptied here at Quikway, they
are triple-rinsed and then taken to the Regional Landfill for recycling
by Cleanfarms. For more information on how to better manage onfarm waste, including agricultural plastics, visit www.cleanfarms.ca
Quikway accepts payment by Cheque, Cash, E-transfer and
Electronic Funds (EFT) direct to our account. If you are interest in
E-transfer or EFT, please contact Wanda at (403) 362-5400.

DOES AERIAL APPLICATION COST MORE?
The upfront cost of aerial spraying is on average, equal or to a couple dollars more
than ground application. However, an aerial application will actually improve your
profit per acre because there is no crop loss or damage from wheel tracks, no
risk of transferring diseases and weeds from field to field and no soil compaction.
Also in regards to irrigated fields, irrigation only needs to be interrupted just long
enough for the product applied to dry on the plant, or if it is insecticide application,
time to affect the insects.

9. DRIFT
DO AIRPLANES DRIFT AND WHAT IS THE BLUE SMOKE
THAT SOMETIMES COMES FROM THE AIRPLANE?
We do not make applications when the wind speeds are not favorable to the
applications we are making. “Not favorable” is determined by product volume,
composition, label regulations and recommendations, and site-specific hazards.
Our aircraft also have “smokers” in which we release a trail of smoke to determine
wind speed and direction and where and how far the smoke carries to analyze
any movement.
We work with the speed and direction of the wind to create buffer zones and make
certain application patterns to ensure on-target application. We take great care
in our service, and all applications are given considerable thought and analysis.
Our pilots also attend recurring clinics to keep up with the latest in actions and
technology to mitigate drift.
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10. WIND FARMS

12. TARGETED

MY FIELD IS WITHIN OR BORDERS A WIND FARM; WILL I BE
ABLE TO GET AERIAL APPLICATION SERVICES?

HOW DO YOU MAKE SURE THE PRODUCT LANDS ON THE
PLANT?

As more wind farms are developed within our flying area, each field near
a wind turbine will be evaluated separately. We value safety above all else
as the physical size of these wind turbines can create a hazard to aerial
applicators.

The dispensing of crop protection products from an aircraft is precise and targeted. We begin planning the application before we even get to the field using aerial
satellite images of the field and surrounding areas. Once we get to the field we
complete another inspection of the area before making an application.

The grouping of wind turbines together within a relatively small area creates a sort
of obstacle course that must be dealt with while managing the aircraft and performing many other tasks necessary for a safe application. Large wind turbines
create an area of turbulent air downwind that can extend for a mile or more. This
disturbed air increases the risk of drift and poses an additional safety hazard to
the flight of our aircraft

11. WATER VOLUMES
WHY DO AIRPLANES ONLY APPLY 2 OR 3 GALLONS
PER ACRE? DOESN’T MORE WATER MEAN BETTER
COVERAGE?

There is sometimes the misconception that if there is an aircraft flying around fast
and low that chemical is getting everywhere, this couldn’t be further from the truth
when flown by a skilled and trained pilot. The concern of drift is a possible issue for
both air and ground applicators, however, we take all the necessary precautions
we can to mitigate drift off target.
Spray droplet size is the single biggest factor determining if drift will occur. Our
nozzles are calibrated for optimum droplet size conducive to aerial spraying, and
we use spray additives to further aid drift reduction. Our aircraft attend recurring
calibration clinics to ensure our nozzles and settings are to the best standards.

PMRA Label Search App

No. A better way to look at this that many chemical labels require a ground sprayer
to apply 10+ gallons per acre in order to achieve the same coverage as an aircraft applying 2 or 3 gallons per acre.
Properly set up and properly flown, an aircraft can have equal or better coverage than a ground sprayer in many situations, particularly when the application is
made to crops nearing maturity. A properly setup aircraft has a uniform swath with
a tightly controlled droplet spectrum and is able to apply the appropriate droplet
size for the product being applied. A properly flown aircraft will be at the appropriate application height (for liquid spraying this is generally 25% of the aircraft’s
wingspan or 8’ –15’. This will allow the airflow around the aircraft to move the
spray droplets down into the crop canopy.
Flying too low can result in a streaky or uneven application but flying too high is far
worse as the airflow around the airplane will not reach the crop, making it difficult
for the spray droplets to penetrate into the crop canopy. Releasing the spray too
high also results in increased spray movement downwind (possible drift) and very
high evaporation rates.
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PESTICIDE DO’S & DON’TS

Pesticide Labels contain specific instructions on how a pesticide is
intended to be used and steps to protect yourself and others from
exposure.
✔✔ Read the label. It contains all of the important information you need
to know.
✔✔ Wear all PPE as stated on the label.
✔✔ Store pesticides according to label statements. For some
agricultural pesticides, this could be in a locked, signed and
ventilated area.
✔✔ Wash your hands on a regular basis, especially before you eat,
drink, smoke or go to the bathroom.
✔✔ Inform people nearby of areas treated with pesticides.
✔✔ Dispose of pesticide containers according to the label statement.
´´
´´
´´
´´
´´
´´

Do not store pesticides in unlabelled containers.
Do not use pesticide other than for its intended use.
Do not apply more pesticide than is specified on the label.
Do not breathe in pesticide spray or dust.
Do not burn pesticides or pesticide containers.
Do not pour pesticides down the drain.

WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED OVER COFFEE!
Sygenta’s Trivapro applied to Corn has worked very well,
resulting in stronger stands and increased yields.
Trivapro has three active ingredients – Azoxystrobin,
Propiconazole and Solatenol and is applied during early to late
tassel.
We have been hearing of yield increases of over one (1) dry ton
per acre on silage and 19 to 38 bushels per acre on grain corn.
Trivapro is also registered for use on cereals and soybeans.

If you farm
or keep bees,
you need to

BeeConnected is an app that anonymously connects farmers, beekeepers
and spray contractors—free of charge—to share information about
where beehives are located and when pesticide applications will happen,
all through the use of a web browser, iPhone or Android device.
To get started, download the BeeConnected app
or visit the website at www.beeconnected.ca
today to help improve communication.

DID YOU KNOW…
All of the agriculture retailers of crop protection products in our
area will deliver to our hangars. This is a very useful service which
saves time for our growers. THANK YOU to our Ag. Retailers for this
valuable service!
Quikway Air Services is set up to handle totes and drums of
crop protection products. In fact, we prefer to receive the larger
containers.
Pre-harvest Interval ( PHI) is the minimum amount of time between
the last application of a pesticide and when the crop can be
harvested. Harvest is is the cutting of the crop or removal of the
produce from the plant. PHI are found on the pesticide labels.
Please ensure you know when its safe to enter your field after any
application. Read the product labels for re-entry intervals, Preharvest Intervals, what Personal Protection Equipment ( PPE) and
other important information.
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